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| POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Mdlwa Akhbér of the 25th May attacks the statement 
made by the Friend of India, that the state of affairs in Jodh- 
pore, Alwar, and Indour justifies an interference on the part 
of Government. The Friend is censured for being too much 
given to making false reports and cavilling at Hindustani 
chiefs, a habit by which it is said to have forfeited the credit 
of the public, and to be held too contemptible and unreliable 
in the estimation of its contemporaries—English no less than 
‘Hindustani—to be quoted as an authority in matters of mo- 
ment. 


By way of contradiction of the Friend’s assertion in the 
present instance, it is asserted that, in point of excellence of 
administration, Indour claims the next place to Travancore, 
Hyderabad, and Kolapore, States famous for their good man- 
agement. 


It is added that the reason why false representations against 
Indour are often to be met with in newspapers is that, unlike 
some. of, the Native chiefs and princes, the Maharaja does not 
stoop to offer servile flattery to petty English officers, who, in 
consequence, spread calumnious reports agunn him. 


| The Jalwa--Tir. of the 31st May draws attention to what 
is stated .to be a’ prevailing complaint of -the day, viz., -the 
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exorbitant rate of stamp-duty for the power-of-attorney for 
conducting transactions connected with wills or testaments. 
The rate is said to be 2 per cent. on the amount conveyed by 
the will, which the attorney feels too heavy topay. The editor 
refers to a particular case in which the stamp-duty for the 
power-of-attorney for the will of an estate came to so large a 
sum as Bs. 18,000, adding that cases like this must frequently 
happen. A protest against the evil, it is presumed, will be 
submitted to Government. 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the same date, in alluding to the 
orders of the Supreme Government directing that all public | 
officers who have attained to the age of fifty-five shall be made 
to retire from service, and the rumour that they will be carried. 
out in Oudh by the end of the current year, as has already 
been done in the North-Western Provinces and other pro- 
vinces, remarks that it will not be just to give effect to them in | 
Oudh, which came under the direct management of Govern- 


ment only lately, and where most men entered the service at 
an advanced period of life. 


Under these circumstances, says the editor, if the 55-year 


rule is applied to them, many will have to retire on a mere 
gratuity, having no claim to pension. 


The article concludes with an enumeration of the benefits 
to be derived by the rule in question. 


Though also advantageous to Government in one point of 
view, viz., in compelling some officers to retire from service on 
a mere gratuity, without being suffered to hold their appoint- 
ments till they might have.a claim to pension, the rule, it is re~ 
marked, will prove beneficial to the people in a variety of Ways. 


1st »—Itis a fact that at the age of fifty-five a man loses all 
capacity for an active and thoughtful discharge of official 
duties, and grows dull and supine. It is but proper, therefore, 
that at that period of life men should give up work, | 
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2ndly,-Young men who -have already hibed & ‘pre~ 
scribed test and are candidates for employment, or who may from 


time to time qualify themselves for the public service, will thus 
have a door opened to them for admittance inte Government 
employ. ee nee 

8rdly,—The age referred to is a fit time for a man to se~ 
clude himself from worldly concerns, and to think of his God. 
But this is rarely done, and the rule is well calculated to im- 
press on all the necessity of making choicé of retirement. 


_ On these grounds the editor seconds the opinion of collec- 
tors and commissioners who have made the rule applicable to. 
tahsildérs equally with the officers above them. He thinks 
that in so doing they have acted wisely, and fully perceived the 
bearing of the Government order, and is of opinion that the 
rule in question should be extended to all employee whatever. 


A correspondent of the Lewrines Gazette , in his letter from 
Mount Abi, dated 27th May, draws attention to the depreda- 
tions of a highway-man, one Nathé Singh, who, with a gang of 
150 followers, is said to be plundering the road from Abi to 
Disa and Sirohf, which has stopped all communication between 
those places. The nefarious practices and cruelties of the rob- 
ber do not cease there ; in some cases he not only strips passen- 
gers of their property, but cuts off their noses and hands. The 
Darbar of Sirohf has as yet taken no steps to capture the robber. 


The Benares Akhbér of the 2nd J une, alluding to the scar- 
city of water in Kirdnchi, and the assignment by Government 
last year of Rs. 6,30,000 for making a canal and aqueduct for 
supplying the want, states that the works have not been com- 
menced yet, and calls upon the Government to take immediate 
steps to set them in operation, and thereby relieve the people 
from the growing difficulty of procuring this necessary of life. 


It is also stated that the octroi-tax levied by the Municip al 
Committee was already too heavy, and that to add to the dis- 
tress of the people the rate has now been doubled. 
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The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the same date invites attention to 


the unequal treatment:received by witnesses who have to'attend 


the. courts for the purpose of giving evidence. » It-has been - 
observed, says the editor, that if among these witnesses there 
be Natives of respectability as well as Europeans, the latter 
are provided with seats, while the former have to remain stand- 
ing within the railed space like criminals. But the difference 
does not stop here.. Even among Hindustanis of rank and 
position some are allowed a chair, while others are not. For 
instance, while in one case an honorary magistrate and two 
municipal commissioners were made to stand in the witness- 
box by an officer, in another case which came before the same 
functionary, a Native assistant executive engineer was pro- 
vided with a chair. 


The editor concludes with the remark that, since the Eng- 
lish law confers equal privileges on all—Hindustanis and . 
Europeans alike—it is but just that the practice in question be 
amended ; and expresses strong hopes that when the unfair 


_ policy which forms the subject of this article is brought to the 


notice of the Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor of the North 


Western Provinces, he will take the necessary steps to remedy 
the evil. 


The Urdu Delhi Gazette of the 4th June learns, from a 
memorial attested by signatures from the inhabitants of Gha- 
zipore, that theft and robbery are increasing in frequency in 
Saidpore, a pergunnah in that district. 


A correspondent of the same paper notices the extortion 
practised by the collectors of the octroi-tax at Rai- Bareilly.. 
It is asserted that this is carried to such an excess that the im- 
port of corn into the city is stopped. The correspondent can- 
‘not understand what Government or the people will gain by. 
such a rigorous imposition of the octroi. 


The Kérndmah of the 6th June, referring to the house-tax 
imposed by the Municipal Committee of Oudh, complains that: 
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while Eviropeans have to pay a tax at the rate of 5.per cent: on ~ 


the estimated rent of the houses occupied by them, Natives 


should be assessed at the rate .of:8 annas per.cent. on their in- | 


come.. For instance, a European with an annual income of 
Rs. 40,000, but living in a house rented at Rs. 100 per men- 


sem, only pays Rs. 60 yearly, while a Native with the same, 
income has to pay Rs. 200. 


The editor hopes that the Chief Caveats. will tals 


the matter into his consideration, and introduce into his juris- 
diction the same system as that pursued at Allahabad, Benares, 
Cawnpore, and Agra, which throws no great burden on the 
people. ; 
A correspondent of the Akmal-ul-Akhbdr of the: 7th June 
reports that the 5 per cent. house-tax fixed by the Municipal 
Committee of Amritsar is being levied, and that to add to-the 
distress of the people the Secretary to the Committee is extort- 
ing double the proposed rates. Houses bringing in an annual 


rent of Rs. 2 are taxed.as if their rent were Ks. 12, and no 


complaints are heeded. 


The Jalwa-i-Tiur of the 7th June condemns the existing 


police system, as one under which theft is more frequent than | 


under the old arrangements. . The thanahdar in whose juris- 


diction a case of theft occurred was then threatened with dis- — 


‘missal if he did not trace the theft within a fixed period, say a 
week, which compelled him for his own credit to spare no pains 
in detecting it. Then, again, if a report happened to be made 
against a police official that his expenses exceeded his income, 
the authorities lost no time in instituting private inquiries, 
which in no few cases 8 ended in his dismissal. 


N ow, however, it is quite otherwise : sub-inspectors on 
Rs. 50 are found to spend Rs. 200 and even more, and yet no 
one inquires from what source they draw’ the excess. — 


The Dhaulpore Gazette of the same date — Dien . cor-: 
réspondent at Morar : (Gwalior) that'a murderer was: recently: 


a 
ghar 
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blown fests aguh by order of His Highticen the Maharaja 
Sindhia, and that a thief who had stolen His — sie 
perty had his right hand cut off. 


‘The writer remarks that though at first sight these forms 
of punishment would appear to be more rigorous than those 
obtaining under the British Government, yet on a mature 
consideration it will be found that such measures are the only 
effective check to the increase of crime. _ 


‘The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 11th June refers, on the 
authority of a corresp ondent at Ghazipore, to the issue of 
orders by Government requiring reductions to be effected in 
the Opium Department. The opium agents propose to reduce 
the third clerkship attached to each hesteeeaced , in obedience 
to these orders. 


The editor remarks that very little will be gained by this, 
and recommends the reduction of some one of the higher 
officials, who are highly paid and have nothing to do, and 
the engagement in their stead of N ativ ve Officers at a smaller 


salary. 

The Mdrwdr Gazette of the 13th June draws attention to 
the frightful prevalence of cholera in Rewah and Govindgurh, 
which has compelled the Raja to quit his capital and retire to 
a place fifteen mies east of it. 
 Itis reported that the number of persons who fell victims 
to the disease in one week was 16,000 ; and the writer remarks | 
that, even if that number is corrected to 1,600, the loss would 
appear to be enormous. 


i 

i The Nir-ul-Absdr of the 15th June reviews the proposals 
2 made by certain Kdyaths for checking marriage expenses among 
| the Hindus, and remarks that not only the Kayaths but also 
i | other classes will be benefitted by them. 

| | The Brahmans, for example, who now pass their days in 
i sloth and idleness, and are a mere dead weight in society, de- 
i | pending for livelihood on the allowances they receive as priests 
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for presiding at the ceremonies of their sabeieta; when ‘they 
find that under the reformed system their office is no longer 
lucrative, will be prompted by necessity to think of some other 


means of support, and to bestir themselves in order to gain 
a living. 


The same motives to exertion will be vena in. 1 the Bar- 
bers, Kahars, and other parasites, who now live on what 
they receive at marriage ceremonies. 


In a word, if the extravagance now so common is put 


a stop to, important changes and reforms in the constitution 
of Hindu society will be the result. 


But, useful as the reform will be, argues the writer, it is 
but fair to undeceive those who, in their zeal, have been led 
to overrate its importance by assuming that infanticide owes 
its origin to the abuse which it is desired to remedy. | 


— Generally speaking, it is notso: none of the Kayaths who 
lately assembled at Allahabad ventured to assert that extrava- 
gance in marriage expenses had ever produced infanticide in 
their caste. It is well known that it is practised by none but 


Rajputs, although the custom of extravagance is common 
to all. 


In view of this fact, the writer takes exception to Art. 4, 
Section 2 of the Act for the suppression of infanticide, dine 
it is provided that Government may fix rules for checking : 
marriage expenses in the case of such persons or families as | 
are suspected to be guilty of infanticide. / 


But the connection between extravagance and infanticide 
is not, he says, made out. If a man has to spend much in 


marrying his daughter, he receives as much on the marriage 
of his son, so that he neither gains nor loses. 


| We might as well. say that drunkenness ; is or cause of 
murder, as that infanticide owes its origin to extravagances 
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There may be scattered instances of connection between them, 
but no intimate relation such as is implied by the Act..— 


. Unquestionably infanticide is prevalent among the Raj- 
puts. But this caste is, even now, the wealthiest and most 
powerful in India, and before the English rule was even more 
so. It cannot, therefore, be said that this immemorial custom 
of the race is due to poverty ; on the contrary, in proportion 
as the Rajputs have declined in wealth and importance under 
British Government, the crime has also become less prevalent. 
It may be said that this is due to the more efficient police of 
these days; but this argument will not hold if it be admitted 
that when theclans were prosperous and wealthy the custom pre- 
vailed even more universally than it does now. 


. ..We thus see, says the writer, that heavy marriage ex- 
penses are not the cause of infanticide among the Rajputs, a 
fact which gains still greater force when it is borne in mind that 
that racé is not known to spend much in marriages, while, on 
the other hand, the Baniyas and the Kayaths are notorious for 
their wastefulness in this respect. What, then, is the real cause 
of the crime? Undoubtedly, we think, immemorial custom. 
The Rajputs from the earliest times have been deeply imbued 
with the pride of race, and count it a disgrace to contract 
an alhance with a family of lower birth. They shrink 
from being addressed by a lower born man as father-in-law 
and brother-in-law, and take these honourable names as really 
conveying the abusive meaning in which they are used by the 
vulgar. 


+ It must not be supposed, because we do not attribute 
infanticide to extravagance in marriages, that we do not 
think that advantage will be gained by checking the latter. 
On the contrary, poor men will not think. themselves dis- 
graced if they abstain from incurring debts for this purpose ; 
and rich men will be so much richer bythe money that will be 
faved, eae be 
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POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Panjdbt Akhbdr of the 4th Jt une, in piiblishin goa 
translation of Mr. Hayward’s letter, which appeared in the 
Pioneer of the 9th May, and contains a review of the political 
administration of Cashmere, and a picture of the oppressions 
and cruelties practised by the Maharaj a on his _ ects, makes 
the following remarks;— 


Mr. Hayward’s letter sive. us an Insight into the tyres 
exercised by the Mahardja, general notices of which are so 
often to be met with 1 in English newspapers. 


These have now become notorious. Ifthe treaty entered into 
by him with the English Government cannot restrain him from 
such barbarities, it is certainly time in the interests of huma- 
nity to interfere. That interference on the part of the British 
Government would be effectual is manifest from the success it 
has had in inducing the Maharaja to open his country up to 
the through irage with Central Asia. 


We quite concur with Mr. Hayward in his recommenda- 
tion that, in order to put a stop to the enormities so freely 
committed by the Maharaja, the Government should locate 
a Resident at Cashmere. We allow that Cashmere has been 
declared a free State, but surely that does not give him a 
‘right to transgress the bounds of his rule to lay a violent hand 
on territories not confessing his sway, and oppress and torture 
the inhabitants. 


0 iia the King of Oudh'was deposed from his sove- 

reignty for misrule, while the Chief of Tonk was removed - 
from his principality for an unlawful bloodshed. If, with these . 
precedents before it, Government should call to account the 
ruler of Cashmere for his misdeeds, it would not be a straining 
of justice; on the contrary, the opposite course on the part of 
Government would be highly blameable, since, if Government 
refrain from interference when a. word would: be sufficient to 


(( $288 )) 


| check the misrule of the: Durbar; it’ wil: be' itself — 
| for the continuance of it. 


Lastly, Mr. Hayward’s allusion as to the Mahérdj ja’s com- 
munications with the Russians in Central Asia is well worthy 
‘of notice. 


q 


-_ 


The Midhieinh-Hahvadn of the oth. J une 6 teperte, on the 
authority of the Humdi Panjdb, the progress of two brigades 


of the Russian army, one twards Shalir-i-sabz , and the other 
in the direction of Bokhara. 


It is given out that the Amir of Bokhara i is bent on opening 
hostilities with the Russians, and re with that se ect he is 
esesaputs troops." 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Akibér-i-Alam of the 26th May, i in ‘alluding to the 
conferment by His Excellency the Viceroy of the title of Khdn 
on Maulavi Zié-ud-din, Assistant Professor of Arabic, Delhi 
College, in acknowledgment both of ‘his abilities as-a linguist 
and his literary services to the Educational Department, holds 
up the incident as a proof of His Excellency’s appreciation of 
learned men, but points out the inappropriateness -of the title 
selected, for two reasons—(1) because it wants the force of 4, 
title, being an adjunct commonly attached to names of persons ; 
(2) because it ill suits learned men. The editor would prefer 


some such epithet as Afzal-ul-Ulama or A {fzal-ul-Fuzala (pre- 
eminent among the learned). _ 


The Benares Akhbar of the 9th June notices with plea- 
sure the conferment by Her Majesty the Queen of the title of 
Companion of the Star of India, on Babu Siva Prasdd, Joint. 
Inspector, 3rd Circle, D.P.L, North-Western Provinces. 


The editor speaks i in high terms of the Babi and his exer- 
tions in the cause of education. 


X 


The Panjdbt' Akhbdr of the 28th May notices the pro- 
gress of female education in. Ghazipore, Seven: new girls’ 


schools have been established: in Saidpore, under the auspices 
of Munshi Sheo Ram, Tahsildar, which are all: attended by a 
large number of girls, and promise much good to the district. 


_ Another article in the same paper praises- Rai Kanhaiya 
‘Lal, Executive Engineer, Lahore, for making a donation of 
Rs. 1,000 to the Civil Engineering College, Roorkee. ‘ The 
amount is to be deposited in the Government treasury of that 
place, the interest to be laid out- year. by year in. purchasing 
books to be distributed as prizes to the students of the college. 


The Rai received the thanks of the Government, North- 
Western Provinces, for his liberality. 


The Jalwa-i-Tiir of the 8th June notices the donation of 
Rs. 2,000 made by Mahéraja Sindhia to the Presidency Col- 
lege during his recent visit to Calcutta. The money is to be 
invested in Government securities, the interest to be devoted — 
to the purchase of a silver medal, to be given to the student of 
the college who is highest in the first arts examination of the 
Calcutta University. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 27 th May publishes 
the conclusion of Maulavi Mahdi Ali’s reply to Saiyid Ahmad 
Khan’s address to his fellow Musalmans from England. 


The Maulavi closes his dissertation by discussing the ques- 
tion of imitation (or conformity), which he proceeds to prove 
is not, as Saiyid Ahmad alleges, 2 an a encroachment on the office 


of the Prophet. 


_In the time of the are there was no compilation or 
aR och of law in existence, nor was there any argument or 
collection of proofs in support of his doctrines. The only rule 
for the Companions was to conform their actions to those of 
their leader, and to consult him on all points of doubt or diffi- 
culty. They were not given to hair-splitting or minute discus- 
sion, but as their lives were.modest and simple, so also were 


their doctrines. . Proof and argument: were superfluous for 
them, and they considered it a culpable waste of time for men 
to occupy themselves with them. 


When the age of the Prophet came to an end, and the Com- 
’ panions were scattered among all the cities of Arabia and 
Persia, they. carried with them the precepts and principles 
which they had learned from the mouth of the Prophet of God, 
and from the spectacle of his life, and taught them to others. 
They began to give judicial decisions (fatdwd) on these prin- 
ciples, and to extend their application by authoritative inter- 
pretation (itihdd) whenever a case previously unprovided for 
came beforethem. Naturally, discrepancies arose upon minor 
points, but as all. the interpreters drew their authority from 
the same source—the Koran and the sayings of the Prophet— 
their differences were not cardinal, and were rather considered 
as a proof of God’s mercy than as blameable. After the time of 
the Companions came the period of the Followers (Tabi tin). 
As the former had treated the sayings of the Prophet, so the 
latter treated the sayings of the Companions; and so differ 
_ ences became more and more numerous, and each country and 
city had its own authoritative expounder of the law, to whom 
men resorted whenever a point for decision arose, 


To these succeeded the followers of the Followers (Tab’ui- 
Tdbv'in). These were the first to enter upon a compilation and 
systematising of the traditions of the Prophet and his Compa- 
nions, the interpretations of the latter and the Imams, and the 
general principles of law and theology. This task they ac- 
complished with much wisdom and judgment, and those who 
studied under their instruction became known by their names 
and divided into different schools. So among the Hanafis Kazi 
Abu Yasuf and Imam Mohammed became the founders of 
schools, which speedily obtained the largest adherence. 


Thus sects arose differing in their interpretations in matters 
of law, But as the followers of the Followers -based their 
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interpretations on their predecessors, and these upon the Com- 
panions, and the Companions upon the Prophet, it was impos- 
sible for any essential difference of principle to arise, — 


- To say, therefore, that to attach oneself to the school of 
this or that Imam is to make him a peer of the Prophet, argues 
an entire misconception of the progress of religious development 
- in the first ages of Islam. It isa mere slander to say that the 
conformers (mugalliddn) consider their Imams to be lawgivers 
or inspired prophets, or that we think their interpretations 
based merely upon their own opinion. 


But since we ourselves have not the experience or learning, 
or judgment and discernment necessary for a trustworthy 
interpretation of scripture, it is becoming in us, and absolutely 
indispensable, that we should avail ourselves of the help of 
those who have gone before, and have handed down from age 
to age-the chain of tradition which has its origin in the 
Prophet. Conformity means merely this and no more: by no. 
means that we should consider any man inspired in his utter- 
ances, or preserved from guilt and error by God’s special 
grace, and accept his decisions as if they were words of Scrip- 
ture. Our proverb that “the mujtahid is sometimes at fault 
and sometimes in the right” is sufficient to prove this, — 


Shah Wali Ullah’s authority is quoted by the writer in 
support of his position that doctors of the law and imams 
are accepted merely as fallible men, whose decisions are te 
be tested by Scripture and reason. 


_ To set one’s ownself up as the only authoritative interpreter 
of Scripture, is to be oneself guilty of the very error which 
the Saiyid imputes to us, except that he encroaches upon the 
office of the Prophet in his own yomnen, and. we in that of our 
mujtahids. 


If we were all to isitieees for iia , whom could 
the yul gar and the 1 gnorant follow ? What certainty or relia- 
_ bility would there be in any doctrine? -The removal of the 
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restraining effect of an: organized body of dogma:would throw 
the whole of the Musalman world into confusion. i 

The Saiyid, in rejecting conformity, does not stand alone. 
The truth is, he has himself somewhat of the temper of a mu)j- 
tahid, and in pursuance of that temper adopts the forms of 
speech of certain leaders of doctrine in the early centuries of 
Islam, who were eclectic and independent in their views on 
minor matters, although not departing from the essential truths 
which are common to all. But the circumstances of those 


times were quite other than those of the present, and one can- 
not be judged by the other. | 


‘The Saiyid, perhaps, might be of the opinion of Ibni 
Hazm who has been refuted by Shah Wali Ullah. The Shah has 
shown that’ in these days there is no sufficient basis of learn- 
ing or fidelity of tradition which could justify the assumption 
by any one of the right of private interpretation, and that. 
all such attempts must be injurious and disturbing in their 
effect on the faith of the multitude. — i . 

We entreat the Saiyid, therefore, not to bring confusion on 
the faith by preaching the right of private judgment and 
interpretation, and the impropriety of conformity. We all 
_ know his own sincerity and honesty of purpose, but we 
beseech ‘him not to make others like himself. 


The writer then concludes with an apology addressed to 
his brothers in the faith. The blemishes and shortcomings 
which he:has been describing as prevalent he does not mean to 
attribute to all, or to deny that there are many religious and 
holy men in the community, nor does he reproach the Fathers 
and those of former days with ignorance, or think it blameable 
to followthem. But evil habits are more powerful than good : 
. and the majority are evil, and to them has he addressed him- 
self, thinking to rouse them from their sloth and to move them 
to bestir themselves i in improving their condition. 


_ The Panjébt Akhbde of the 28th May, in alluding to the 
sisiaieail by Her Majesty the Queen of the title of His Royal 
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‘Highness on the Nawab Nazim of Murshedabad;. in. considera- 
tion of his high: birth, remarks that'the Nawab is the first Hin- 
dustani. chief-on whom the distinctiqn. has been conferred, but 
hopes that as a.reward for the important. services done by him | 


during the. late mutiny, the title of C.8.I. will not be grudged 
him in addition. oC 


The Meerutt Gazette of the same inte referring to the:sub- 
scription raised by. the Kuttack Society .and.the people of 
Orissa, during the time His Royal Highness the Duke of Edin- 
burgh ‘was at. Calcutta, for the purpose of: celebrating his ex- 
pected visit to that province, states that,.as the: anticipation 
was not realized, the money collected remained unexpended, 
and that the society intends to lay it. out in teaching Natives 
the art of navigation, which is hitherto quite new to them, in 
commemoration of . His Royal Highness’ visit to India. As, 
however, the amount .is insufficient for the purpose, the society- 
has called upon the several. Native chiefs and. princes to render 
aid in furtherance of the object contemplated. 


| The Nir-ul-Absdr of the 1st June reviews in full detail the 
ae gs of a-meeting held at Allahabad, on the 21st May; 
with a view to adopting measures for checking the extrava- 
gance in marriage ceremonies among the Natives of India. 

The meeting was attended by the leading European officers: 
of Allahabad, Hindustanis of rank and position, the inhabi- 
tants of the district, and a huge concourse of people from the 
neighbouring towns and villages, numbering, in all, some 
2,000 men. , 


The proceedings of the ici g were opened with a speech 
in. Urdu by Rai Bakhtéwar Singh, Sub-J judge, Allahabad, in 
which the evils consequent upon ‘extravagance were dwelt up on 
and described in vividcolours. Amongothers, the heinous crime 
of kidnapping girls and the barbarous Practice of infanticide 


were brought prominently forward. 


- The speech was sticceeded by a statement from Munshi 
Pye Lal, head of the Anjuman-i-Hind Society, containing: & 
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detail of -his exertions in chécking extravagancée, and the’ suid-. 
cess which attended his efforts in some three‘ hundred places. The 
Munshi concluded with a prayer that the district society should 
have Sir William Muir for its patron, the Commissioner of thé 
District and the Director of Public Instruction for vice-patrons , 
and the Collector for president. 


’ When Munshi Pyare Lal had done, Sir William Muir ad- 
dred the assembly, expressing his gratification at seeing so— 
large a meeting assembled for taking into consideration this 
important question. He supported Rai Bakhtavar Singh’s 
arguments, observing that of the three great evils commented 
on by him—namely, extravagance in marriage expenses, infan- 
ticide and kidnapping—the two last could be dealt with by Go- 
vernment, but the first could only be adequately treated by the 
people themselves, and with their consent and concurrence. He 
commended Munshi Pyare Lal for his praiseworthy exertions in 
putting a stop to extravagance; and expressed a hope that the 
Society’s endeavours in the cause would ere long be crowned 
with success, and that the district of Allahabad would set an 
example to other places in bringing about the desired reform. 


The Shola-i-Tur of the 14th June, enumerates the several 
descriptions of expenses connected with the marriage cere- 
~ monies of the Musalmans. The editor classifies them under seven 
heads, viz.—(1) expenses connected with the ornaments and 
paraphernalia of the bride, such as apparel, jewels, presents made 
at marriage, &c.; (2) presents given in congratulation by the 
families of each party to the other, such as the dress given 
by the girl’s parents to the bridegroom, the bridal feast, the 
money given in requital of the bridegroom’s salutation, and the 
presents sent by the bridegroom’s family to the bride, articles 
of toilet, &c., presents of money made on seeing the bride for 
the first time ; (3) expenses incurred in entertaining friends 
and relations ; (4) those incurred in the feast given to the com- 
pany and attendants at the marriage; (5) presents, or rather 
perquisites, in the shape of clothes and money, given to the 
dependents of. both parties; (6) charges connected with thé — 
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celebration and publication of the marriage, such as the ex- 
pense of beating drums, fireworks, and other displays ; (7) 
charges incurred in sensual indulgence, such as displays of 
dancing-girls and singing-women. 


The writer pronounces these last two heads of expense to 
be strictly forbidden by law and morality. In his condemnation 
of displays of dancing and singing, he does not hesitate to call 
those who invite others to them panders and seducers. Music 
and fireworks he also considers opposed to the purity and sim- 
plicity of the Mohammedan religion. 


The other expenses are unobjectionable in their nature, but 
moderation in them is commended. 


The Niir-wl-Absdr of the 15th June has a _ leader in 
which the editor discusses the importance of the newspaper 
system, and the great advantages gained by it at so small a 
cost. He contrasts its development, currency, and freedom in 
India under the British rule, with its fettered and defective 
state under the Mohammedan sovereigns, and its extensive 
usefulness and wholesome influence at the present day with the 
limited good wrought by it in past times. 


In the times of the Mohammedan kings on subah and 
district had a secret intelligencer attached to it, who kept the 
court constantly informed of what passed, So, also, each town 
and city had its newsman, who likewise reported its affairs to 
the sovereign. Large sums were spent in gaining secret in- 
formation both by the sovereign and his nobles. Now-a-days 
this system of espionage is replaced by the public press. 
But it is a matter of regret that the interest taken by the 
rulers of the country in the latter is in no way proportionate to 
that taken under the old »égime in the former. 


_Undoubtedly the former system had its evils—-misrepresen- 
tation, exaggeration, want of discrimination between the true 
and false : these are a matter of history. While, on the other 
hand, the publicity and openness used by the British Govern- 
ment is such that it is impossible for misrepresentations or false 
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statements to stand before the truth. Nay, such is the liberty. 
allowed, that a newswriter is permitted freely to criticise the 
orders and proceedings of Governmentitself. It is not sufficient 
for a newswriter merely to retail intelligence, or bring news 
of distant countries home to the doors of every one: he is, as 
it were, the advocate of the people, and is bound to keep the 
rulers alive to the interests of their subjects, and by expound- 
ing the true motives of the rulers and the blessings secured by 
their rule to the subjects, to dispel their ignorant prejudices 
and fears. He is an ambassador between the sovereign and 
the people, and a well-wisher of both alike. Such being the 
dignity of the newswriter, it is, thinks the editor, a great 
defect in our Government that so little regard is paid to his 
office. How much more consideration was had by the kings of 
former times to the defective means of intelligence which they 
possessed is illustrated by a story of Abu Ja’far, second of the 
_ Abbasi Khalifas, who was famous for his carefulness and per- : 
severance in informing himself upon the condition of his 
people. 


The writer concludes with an appeal to his fellows to be 
mindful of their high responsibility; to be impartial, truthful, 
and plain-spoken; and to remember the penalties in this world 
and the next which will attach to any desertion of their duties. 


The Panjabt Akhbdér of the 18th June states that Prince 
Mohammed Wahy-ud-din of Mysore, great grandson of Tipi 
Sultan, left for England on the 11th June, in order to study 
for the bar. 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 23rd June announces the inten- 


tion of His Highness the Maharaja of J omnpere and his sister 
to visit England. 


The Rajpitdéna Social Science Congress of the 24th June 
states, on the authority of the Hindu Patriot, that His High- 
ness the Maharaja of Vizianagram has offered a sum of 


Rs. 2,00,000 in aid of the establishment of a medical college 
at Allahabad. 


‘in this report, viz. :-— 


b menanel 


( 247 ) 


The following Vern acular newspapers have been examined 


WHERE PUuB- WuHeEn Re- 
HO. wom. LISHED. _ . Darr. CEIVED. 
; | 1870. 1870. 

1 | Nastm-i-Jounpore, ... | Jounpore, ...| May 24th | June 9th 
2 | Shola-i- Tir, »©| Cawnpore,  ... » 24th | May 28th 
3 Oudh Akhbar, TT) ‘Lucknow, eee 99 24th 99 3lst 
4 | Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, vee | Dehli, aoe » 26th . oe 
5 | Najm-ul-Akhbar, .. | Meerutt, ve » sen » - 8lst 
6 | Urdu Muir Gazette, ... | Muzaffernager, » 25th) June 15th 
7 | Malwa Akhbér, eee | Indore, _ » 26th ‘is 3rd. 
8 | Lawrence Gazette, 0. | Meerutt, » 25th ,_- = 
9 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, eee | Ludhiana, “ » 26th ~ 3rd 
10 | Naiyir-2-Akbar, »». | Bijnour, oe » Stun » 15th 
11- | Mufid-ul-Andm, ee | Futtehgurh, ... » 26th » 15th 
12 | Benares Akhbar, »6¢ | Benares, ‘ie ~ son “ 9th. 
13 Akhbdr-i~’ Alam, -.. | Meerutt, Me » 26th 9th 
14 ae ty Institute Ga Allygurh, ... 27th — 
15 wr tan Soctat Science ! Jaipore, a08 » 2th | May 3ist 
16 | Rohilkhund Akhbdr, _... | Muradabad, _... » 27th | June 3rd 
17 | Panjdbt Akhbar, eee | Lahore, vl,» . Srd. 
18 | Anjuman-i-Hind, eee | Lucknow, see » 28th - Ist 
19 | Meerutt Gazeiie, .- | Meerutt, os » 28th | May 3lst 
20 | Jagat Samdchdr, we | Ditto, _ » 28th] June 9th 
21 Kild-i- Ummed, » | Lahore, sue » 28th - 6th 
22 | Urdu Delhi Gazetie, ... | Agra, os » 28th | May 3lst 
23 | Vidyd Vilds, .. | Jammu, eee » 28th | June 23rd 
24 | Gwalior Gazette, -+« | Gwalior, » 29th »  I1lth 
25 , Karndmah, »- | Lucknow, iss » 380th ‘. Srd 
26 | Agra Akhbar, .. | Agra, ee » 30th »_ 
27 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandart, ...| Rampore, ... » 30th >» = 
28 | Mdérwdr Gazette, +6. | Jodhpore, v's » 30th ‘i 6th 
29 | Maitla-:-Nir, coe | Cawnore, 5, 30th ,» 15th 
30 | Oudh Akhbar, »e | Lucknow, ove » Slst » 15th 
31 | Jalwa-i-Tir, oo | Meerut, eos »  Slst » 6th 
32 | Shola-i-Tir, -. | Cawnpore, __.... — toe 3rd 
33 IN as im-i- J. ounpore 9 eee J ounpore, eee 99 3 Ist 99 3rd 
34 | Benares Akhbar, »e | Benares, | dune Ist ,» 13th 
35 | Ni a) m-ul-Akhbér 3 eee Meerut, — 99 Ist 99 15th 
36 | Malwa Akhbar, ee | Indore, ee “ Ist 9th 
37 | Akhbdr-ul-Akhyar, -- | Muzafferpore, ... i Ist » 15th 
38 | Niur-ul-Absdr, -»» | Allahabad, ...] 459 Ist -. Ist 
39 | Lawrence Gazette, coe | Meerut, —_. ove ss Ist ‘i 8th 
40 | Samar-B inod eee Nynee Tal, eee "9g Ist 99 15th 
41 M ufi td-t-Am, 90 Agra, ' @0e 99 Ist ”9 15th 
42 | Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, ese | Delhi, 00 pa Ist » 6th 
43 | Urdu Akhbdr, -«: | Ditto, ase oe Ist »  IL1lth 
44. Ab-i-hdyat-i-Hind, eee Agra, . en 9 Ist 99 3 Srd 
45 Mufid-ul-Andém, add Futtehguth, |  00e | 99 2nd 99 15th 
46 Benares Akhar, + | Benares, wet pl! eee . 6th 
47 Akhbdr-i-’ Alam, a eee Meerut, eee 99 2nd 99 13th 
48 Majma-ul- Bahrain, eee Ludhiana, coo | ee 2nd = 9° Sth 
49 Re a aig SP g 000 Bij nour, gee | hora 2nd 9 | 8th 
50 ajputdna ial =Scrence s ‘ | 
ongress, sis } Jaipore, - ”, Srd < 8th 
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WHERE Pup: 


| : WHEN RE- 
HNO, Name. LISHED. VATE. CEIVED. 
Hace persinies ee 1870. 1870. 
51 | Allygurh Institute Gazette, | Allygurh, --| June 3rd {| June 6th 
52 | Panjadbt Akhbdr, »»» | Lahore, ' * 4th ~« 1 
53 | Rohilkhund Akhbér, ...| Muradabad, ...} , at hs. 
54 | Anjuman-?-Hind, ... | Lucknow, i ‘i 4th Ps 9th 
55 | Meerutt Gazette, -- | Meerutt, ‘ ‘ 4th ‘i 8th 
56 | Urdu Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, , ‘ss 4th * 6th 
57 | Kiléd-i-Ummed, ee | Lahore, i ‘ss 4th » 24th 
58 | Gwalior Gazette, »o» | Gwalior, i 5th ~~ itn 
59 | Karndmah, ee» | Lucknow, é0a ‘s 6th “ 9th 
60 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, ... | Rampore, iw ¥ 6th » 15th 
-61 M. atla-i- Ni ur, ege Cawnpore, eee 99 6th 99 20th 
62 | Mdrwdr Gazette, »» | JOdhpore, “vi is 6th » 4th 
63 | Nasim-i-Jounpore, -. | Jounpore, ' - 7th » 9th 
64 ; Shola-i-Tur .. | Cawnpore, ‘s 7th »  I1lth 
65 | Jagat Samdchar, oo. | Meerutt, sea ” 7th » 5th 
66 | Malwa Akhbar, .- | Indore, a »  JGth 
67 | Oudh Akhbar, -ee | Lucknow, ae - 7th 5 Lith 
68 | Akmal-ul-Akhbar, -»- | Delhi, sa i 7th » . 18th 
69 | Khair Khwah-i-Panjdb,... | Gujaranwalla,... » lst week] ___,, 9th 
70 | Lawrence Gazette, ~e | Meerutt, ss ‘i 8th’ » 18th 
71 | Jalwa-i-Tir, ++ | Ditto, eae “ Sth » . s8th 
72 | Najm-ul-Akhbar, ee | Ditto, ‘is a =_— » 20th 
73 | Dhaulpore Gazette, ..« | Dhaulpore,_... - 8th » 2th 
74 | Mufid-ul-Andm, Futtehgurh, ... ai 9th » 16th 
75 | Nawyir-i-Akbar, »» | Bijnour, sec “ 9th » 24th 
76 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, »+ | Ludhiana, ‘ = 9th » 15th 
77 | Akhbdr-i-’ Alam, .. | Meerutt, ove 9 9th » 14th 
78 | Allygurh Institute Gazette, Allygurh, hos » 10th » 138th 
" — one ee — ee eee eee ee 
80 | Agra Akhbar, Agra, as » 10th 13th 
81. | Urdu Akhbar, “ne Delhi, =“ » loth ° 16th 
$2 | Meerutt Gazette, ... | Meerutt, as ~~ tel «§ 1 
83 | Rohilkhund Akhbar, .... | Muradabad, ... »  I1lth » 15th 
84 | Panjdbt Akhbar, -e | Lahore, ‘ss i » 14th 
85 | Anjuman-i-Hind, .«. | Lucknow, <i »  IAlth . tee 
86 | Urdu Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, he » ith » sen 
87 | Gwalkor Gazette, -» | Gwalior, “ » 12th » 25th 
88 | Kdrndmah, «| Lucknow, i». , —_— » 16th 
89 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, ...| Rampore, - .. » 18th » 20th 
90 } Mérwdr Gazette, .e» | JOdhpore, sas » 18th » 2st 
91 | Oudh Akhbar, eo | Lucknow,  o. » 14th . 
92° | Jagat Samdchér, -, | Meerutt, , » 14th eS 
93 | Shola-i- Tur, eee | Cawnpore,__... » 14th » 27th 
94 | NNasim-t-Jounpore, ... | Jounpore, axe » 4th » 
95 | Lawrence Gazette, oe | Meerutt, oe » 15th » 20th 
96 | Mélwa Akhbar, -ee | Indore, ae »  15th|] ,, 24th 
97 J alwa-t- Tur 9 eee Meerutt, eee 99 15th = 20th 
98 | Samat Binod, ooo | Nynee Tal, ... 5 15th 9» 20th 
99 Ni ur-ul-Absdr, eee Allahabad, eee 99 15th 9 27th 
100 | Khair Khwdéh-i-Panjéh, ... | Gujaranwalla,,..| ,2ndweek] ,, 20th 
301 | Mufid-ul-Andém, y|Futtehgurh, ..] ,, 16th} ,, 2st 
102 Benares Akhbér, ty Benares, eee » 16th . 18th 
103 Akhb ar -t~’ Alam, 08 Meerutt, __ Te 16th 9 Bist 
104 | Nawyir-t-Akbar, ... | Bijnour, ol oo»  16tht | Sth 
105 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, © | Ludhiana, ,.. » 16th » - «Qist 
106 | Allygurh Institute Gazette, |Allygurh, _... » 7th » 20th 


we 


( 249 ) 


—— _ -_ — ae 
 —— = sane re oe 


c > d Warere Pus- | Wan Re- 
No. Name. |. LIsHEp. a CEIVED. 

ee in . 1870. | 1870. 
edd "Thor, eam Seat — {June 17th | June 2ist ——— 
108 Urdu Akhbér, pee elhi, | pee 99 ] 7th 99 2lst | 
109 P. an} ébt-Akhbdr, 9 ee0 Lahore, eee 9 18th 99 23rd. | 
: ] 10 An uman-t-H ind, see Lucknow, eee 99 ] 8th 1 24th 
111 | Kiltd VU. mmed, dee Lahore, pee 99 18th 9 24th 
] ] 2 Meerutt Gazette, ee | Meerut, eee 99 ] 8th 93 2 Ist 
113 | Urdu Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, mt 18th » 20th 


j 14 Rohilkhund Akhbar, eee Muradabad, solaatiiad 93 18th 399 24th 
115 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandar f, vee Rampore, TY) ry 20th 99 30th 


116 | Kdrn dmah, gee Lucknow, vee ry 20th 9 23rd. 
117 | Mérwdr Gazette, ..|Jodhpore, ..] » 20th! , 27th 
118 | Oudh Akhbar, - 6 | Lucknow, se] 55 21st 9 . 27th 
119 S hola-i- Tir, e0e Cawnpore, pee 99 21st 9 24th 


120 | Nasim-i-Jounpore, ooo | VOUNPOTe, wef 55 2 ist » 28rd 


121 | Khair Khwah-i-Panjéb, | Gujaranwalla,...| ,, 3rd week » 20th 
122 | Jalwa-i- Tir, pee Meerutt, * 92- 22nd 99 24th 
123 | Lawrence Gazette, iia Ditto, mei « 22nd » 29th 
124 Akmal-ul-Akhbdr 9 pee Delhi, eee sy 22nd 9 9 7th 
125 | Benares Akhbar, ... | Benares, wa) 4 23rd » 24th 
126 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, _...| Ludhiana, ,,./ ,, 28rd. » 30th 
127 | Mufid-ul-Andm, oe | Futtehgurh, ,.| ,, 23rd. » 30th 
128 Raj can Social Sc _ Jelpore, c) «  S0th , 80th 
129 | Allygurh Institute Gazette,| Allygurh, “ts 24th » 26th 
130 | Rohilkhund Akhbar, .« | Muradabad, ..f ,, 25th » 29th 
1 3 l A njuman-t-H ind, eee Lucknow, eee 99 25th 99 380th 
132 | Urdu Delhi Gazette, .,.. | Agra, — 2 25th » 2th 
133 | Meerutt Gazette, -«. | Meerutt, | » Sent , th 
134 | Panjabi Akhbar, »« | Lahore, ae 25th » 30th 


- 135 | Khater Khwéh-i-Panjdb,,.. | Guarana walla, _ ” ath week » 27th 
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